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listening to all sides and after much earnest thought, we
trust will enable you to attain your independence in the
shortest time and with the least danger of internal distur-
bance and conflict* These proposals may not, of course,
completely satisfy all parties, but you will recognise with us
that at this supreme moment in Indian history statesmanship
demands mutual accommodation.
We ask you to consider the alternative to acceptance of
these proposals. After all the efforts which we and the
Indian parries have made together for agreement, we must
state that in our view there is small hope of peaceful settle*
ment by agreement of the Indian parties alone. The
alternative would therefore be a grave danger of violence,
chaos, and even civil war. The result and duration of such
a disturbance cannot be foreseen: but it is certain that it
would be a terrible disaster for many millions of men,
women and children. This is a possibility which must be
regarded with equal abhorrence by the Indian people, our
own countrymen and the world as a whole.
We therefore lay these proposals before you in the pro-
found hope that they will be accepted and operated by you
in the spirit of accommodation and goodwill in which they
are offered. We appeal to all who have the future good of
India at heart to extend their vision beyond their own
community or interest to the interests of the whole four
hundred millions of the Indian people.
We hope that the new independent India may choose
to be a member of the British Commonwealth. We hope
in any event that you will remain in close and friendly
association with our people. But these are matters for your
own free choice. Whatever that choice may be we look
forward with you to your ever*increasing prosperity among
the great nations of the world, and to a future even more
glorious than your past.
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MR. JINNAH'S STATEMENT (MAY 22, 1946)
I regret that the Mission should have negatived the Muslim
demand for the establishment of a complete sovereign state of